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For Immediate Release 
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON CONCORDIA’S DOWNTOWN LIBRARY 


MONTREAL / October 28, 1988 --- Québec Higher Education and 
Science Minister Claude Ryan will preside over next week’s 
official sod-turning ceremony for Concordia University’s $40 
million downtown library complex. The ceremony will be held 
Friday, November 4, 1988, at 11:30 a.m. 


The six-storey, 20,975-square-meter library building will 
open in the fall of 1992. 


The library site is located opposite the University’s Henry 
F. Hall Building. It is bordered by de Maisonnneuve Boulevard on 
the north, Bishop Street on the east, Mackay Street on the west, 
and the laneway between de Maisonneuve Boulevard and Sainte- 


Catherine Street on the south. 


The building was designed by architects Werleman & Guy 
Blouin & Associés. The general contractor for the first phase is 
Hervé Pomerleau Inc; the firm’s previous projects include Le 
Windsor (the renovated Windsor Hotel building on Peel Street) and 
L’édifice La Laurentienne, the 25-storey office tower on the 


corner of Peel Street and René Lévesque Boulevard. 


The evening prior to the ground-breaking the University will 
hold a "victory celebration" to mark the successful completion of 
Concordia’s five-year $25 million Capital Campaign. Several 


hundred campaign volunteers have been invited to the event. 


Fifteen million of the campaign dollars are earmarked for 
library construction on Concordia’s two campuses. Québec 


government funds will pay the balance. 
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All 11,000 square meters of Concordia’s existing downtown 
library space will be incorporated into the new building, along 
with almost 10,000 square meters of additional study space for 
graduate and undergraduate students and badly-needed seminar 
rooms, conference rooms and faculty offices. Existing library 
facilities downtown are spread over 11 floors in four widely- 


scattered buildings. 


Tunnel To Hall Building 


An $8.5 million addition and renovation to the Vanier 
Library on Concordia’s west-end campus began last year. When 
completed next spring, that facility will provide 11,671 square 
meters of library, office and conference room space. 


The new downtown library will be connected to the Henry F. 
Hall Building by a passageway under de Maisonneuve Boulevard. The 
library building’s ground floor will feature a_= spacious, 
naturally lit 24-foot-wide interior street and community space 
known as Place Concordia. The entire area will be enclosed by a 


six-storey atrium. 


A_100,000 Visits Annually 


Place Concordia will be the new address for the Concordia 
Art Gallery, the University’s bookstore, a student services area 
-- with admissions, registrar services and student accounts 
facilities -- a 250-seat cinema for teaching, conferences and the 
Conservatory of Cinematographic Art, and a dining area. 


The conservatory and art gallery are currently located 
across the street in the Henry F. Hall Building. More than 
100,000 people visit the conservatory and art gallery annually. 


The east side of the complex, on Bishop Street, will 
integrate a portion of the former Royal George Apartment 
Building, including the structure’s 76-year-old glazed terra- 
cotta facade. 
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Elevators, escalators and stairs on the Mackay Street side 
of the building will lead up to a second-floor lobby outside the 
library’s main entrance. The two halves of the library will be 
joined across the atrium by bridges. 


The library facilities will be consolidated on floors two, 
three and four of the new structure, and will feature the latest 


in library design and equipment. 


Floors five and six will group academic departments 
currently scattered in annexes and buildings in downtown 
Montréal. 


Concordia’s new library will be open to the public. In 
addition to borrowing privileges for the more than 1.4 million 
items in the Concordia collection, Montrealers will also have 
access to all reading areas and reference services. 
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Additional information can be obtained from Public Relations 
Director KEN WHITTINGHAM, at (514) 848-4879 or Public Relations 
Officer DONNA VARRICA, at (514) 848-4884. 


